Illinois Wesleyan University

Digital Commons @ IWU
John Wesley Powell Student Research
Conference

2010, 21st Annual JWP Conference

Apr 10th, 11:00 AM - 12:00 PM

Examining Success of Motion Pictures at the Domestic Box-Office
Patrick Topf
Illinois Wesleyan University

Ilaria Ossella-Durbal, Facutly Advisor
Illinois Wesleyan University

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/jwprc
Part of the Economics Commons

Topf, Patrick and Ossella-Durbal, Facutly Advisor, Ilaria, "Examining Success of Motion
Pictures at the Domestic Box-Office" (2010). John Wesley Powell Student Research
Conference. 2.
https://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/jwprc/2010/oralpres6/2

This Event is protected by copyright and/or related rights. It has been brought to you by Digital
Commons @ IWU with permission from the rights-holder(s). You are free to use this material in any
way that is permitted by the copyright and related rights legislation that applies to your use. For
other uses you need to obtain permission from the rights-holder(s) directly, unless additional rights
are indicated by a Creative Commons license in the record and/ or on the work itself. This material
has been accepted for inclusion by faculty at Illinois Wesleyan University. For more information,
please contact digitalcommons@iwu.edu.
©Copyright is owned by the author of this document.

THE JOHN WESLEY POWELL STUDENT RESEARCH CONFERENCE

-

APRIL 2010

Oral Presentation 06.2

EXAMINING SUCCESS OF MOTION PICTURES AT THE DOMESTIC BOX-OFFICE

Patrick Topf and Ilaria Ossella-Durbal*
Economics Department, Illinois Wesleyan University

The movie business is a multi-billion dollar industry involving production crews, marketing
crews, actors, directors, distribution companies, movie theaters, and movie rental companies, but
while each movie created follows the same routine, why do some perform so much better than
others at the box-office? Why did Juno become a smash hit while Poseidon is regarded as a
major box-office bomb? This study looks into which factors result in movie success and which
are not important at all.

